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SECTION 1. Section 9 of chapter one hundred and eighteen E is
hereby amended by striking, in the second paragraph, the
following sentence:—

provided, further, that said benefits shall be available to other-
wise eligible persons seeking admission to and residents of long-
term care facilities whose income and resources are insufficient to
meet the cost of their medical care as determined by the financial
eligibility requirements of said program.

and replacing it with the following new sentence:—
provided, further, that said benefits shall be available to other-

wise eligible persons seeking long term care whose income and
resources are insufficient to meet the cost of their medical care as
determined by the financial eligibility requirements of said pro-
gram. For the purposes of this chapter, the division shall establish
clinical eligibility for a long term care benefit, so-called.  Any
person determined by the division as clinically eligible for said
long term care benefit shall be given the choice of care setting that
is the least restrictive and most appropriate to meet his or her
needs. The dollars that are provided for said long term care benefit
shall follow such individual as his or her setting of care changes.

SECTION 2. The division shall promulgate regulations to
implement the provisions of this section. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

AN ACT REGARDING CHOICE OF LONG-TERM CARE SETTING.
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